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November 2, 2014     Daniel 6:10–23 

  
10 

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 

where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
11 

Then these men went as a group and found Daniel 

praying and asking God for help. 
12 

So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 

“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man 

except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”   

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, 

which cannot be repealed.”   
16 

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king 

said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”   
17 

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own 

signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 
18 

Then the 

king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being 

brought to him. And he could not sleep.   
19 

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 
20 

When he came near the 

den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom 

you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”   
21 

Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 
22 

My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the 

lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 

before you, O king.”  
23 

The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted 

from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.   

 

In the book “Luther, The Graphic Novel,” Martin Luther is pictures standing before the doors of the Wittenberg 

Church with huge hammer in his hands.  The picture gives the impression of a bold Luther taking his stand 

before the Catholic Church.  That’s the picture we often get of the Reformation.  Martin Luther against the 

church; boldly declaring, “Here I Stand.”   

 

Yet when you take a good look at the story you will quickly find that Luther wasn’t trying to start a revolution.  

On October 31st, 1517 he wrote 95 Theses against abuses in the Catholic Church and nailed them to the Castle 

Door of the Wittenberg church.   He wrote them in Latin; which was the language of scholars - not German - 

the language of the people.  He wanted to have a theological discussion on the topic of Indulgences primarily; 

the idea that you could buy a piece of paper that would lessen your time in purgatory - a place supposedly 

between heaven and hell that believers would have to suffer through prior to being admitted to heaven.  These 

indulgences were leading people away from true repentance and faith in Christ; and Luther wrote against it; 

wanting to debate over it.  Before he knew it someone translated it into German and published it for the people 

to see; Luther was declared a heretic; and the Reformation was under place.  It all started with one piece of 

paper.    

 

So in today’s text, Daniel wasn’t looking to start a revolution.  He was a good and faithful servant of the king; 

one of the top three in command; about to be promoted to the top of the three.  The king loved how Daniel was 

trustworthy and a good worker for him.  He was so faithful that the workers under Daniel didn’t like him; 
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knowing that he wouldn’t let them get away with laziness and greed.  Daniel ran things well and efficiently; he 

was a good worker; just as God called him to be.   He had no reason to change anything.  Life was going well.  

 

Three times a day - at the time and some from the same place, he prayed towards Jerusalem.  He had been taken 

captive in Babylon as a young man; but he didn’t stop worshiping the Lord and his heart was still drawn 

towards Jerusalem.  But even as a captive, he ended up being blessed in captivity through God’s blessings and 

faithful service.  Daniel, in reality, changed nothing about himself, his God, or his routine.  He had nothing to 

change. 

 

The problem was that the government that Daniel lived under changed.  The top politicians didn’t like Daniel’s 

honesty and power; they became jealous and they wanted to get rid of him.  But they couldn’t find any 

corruption in him; nothing to convict him of.  So the politicians thought of a law they could pass that would 

change Daniel’s status; make him look like a guilty rebel before the king; and they used the king’s own pride to 

pass the law.  They said,  
6 

So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: “O King Darius, live 

forever! 
7 

The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that 

the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man 

during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 
8 
Now, O 

king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the 

laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”   

Notice how they made the law sound POPULAR and even PATRIOTIC I would suppose.   It was only for 30 

days.  Yet the whole purpose for this law as that they knew that this law would also be IMPOSSIBLE for Daniel 

to follow because of his religious convictions.   

 

Now, if you think about it, I suppose that Daniel could have changed his routine.  He could has said to himself, 

“I can still pray.  I’ll just shut the doors when I pray for the next 30 days.  No harm.”  But were Daniel to have 

stopped praying at the same time and place; his silence would have been a profession in and of itself; that he 

was afraid and perhaps even ashamed of his God.  Chances are they also would have found some other way to 

trap him in the next 30 days.  So Daniel didn’t quit his routine.  He didn’t change.   

 

There are many laws that are changing in our land as well; laws that have to do with the very foundations of our 

country and of the nature of how we work.  Freedom of speech; freedom of religion; what constitutes marriage; 

it all seems to be legislated away.  In the schools we are constantly being told that we weren’t created by God; 

we evolved from a Big Bang; and this past week Pope Francis even agreed!  We are being told that marriage 

must be more inclusive; that it must be between a man and a man or a woman and a woman.  Many churches 

are agreeing as well!  We are being told by mainstream society that this is the way our society is heading, and 

that we need to get on board; we need to evolve in our thinking just like the President did.  We are being 

threatened with more and more lawsuits and subpoenas if we don’t conform.  The spiritual law of America is, 

“Don’t judge.”  Don’t judge anything anywhere, no matter what it is.  The only god we are allowed to have is 

the god of acceptance and toleration and worship it alone; not this God of the Bible who condemns sin and tells 

us to repent of even sinful thoughts and believe in Jesus.   

 

So we might want to keep our views of marriage and sexuality to ourselves.  Or we might want to try to sound 

more tolerant and loving and understanding of sin.  But what will happen next?  When sin goes unchecked, it 
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only becomes worse; more brazen.  It’s not just with homosexuality either.  It can be with divorce; worship 

attendance; alcohol consumption; dishonor to authority - you name it.  Look at your own life.  You miss one 

worship service; then it’s easy to miss three, four; a whole year!  You have sexual relations outside of marriage 

once, it’s a whole lot easier the next time.  You smart off to your parents once and get away with it; it’s easier to 

do it again and again.  When you compromise with sin - even for a moment; it doesn’t take long for it to get out 

of control.   

 

It didn’t matter to Daniel if the law was for a day, 30 days, or a year; he didn’t compromise his principles for 

one second.  He did what he always did in the same way, as he knelt in prayer to the same God he always 

believed in; the same One who had called Abraham and set him aside to have the Savior come through the 

Jews; the same God who sent the Flood and the rainbow; the same God who had rescued David from the bear 

and the three men from the fiery furnace.  Instead of trying to enact a law to change his situation; he got on his 

knees and prayed to God for help.  His enemies accused him of being a rebel; all by doing what he always did in 

the same way to the same God; all by not changing a thing about himself.   

 

We so often think about where America is headed and what it will take to change the direction its going in.  We 

worry about what is going to happen with all of the changes in our laws.  But we forget that God doesn’t 

change.  He remains the same powerful and gracious God who gives us forgiveness and heaven in the same 

Christ; in spite of the changes that are happening here.   He is the same God that we too can pray to.  He has the 

same power He always did.   

 

Maybe a greater concern than worrying about what the government or America is doing would be to ask, “Have 

you changed with the world?”  Have you become more afraid?  Less zealous?  Did you used to come to church 

regularly?  Have home devotions?  Pray more?  Were you more engaged with your spouse and children?  What 

has changed?  Why has it changed?  Have you become timid?  Lazy?  Afraid?  

 

Maybe the “Here I stand”; the Reformation is for you and for our church is to remember what your relationship 

with God is all about.  So many today are focused on what we need to “change” to get people back into church.  

Daniel didn’t change.  He kept on trusting in God and praying to God; to going to the unchangeable One for 

help and salvation.  This is the truth that doesn’t change.  The truth is that God didn’t back down from sin and 

the devil.  He didn’t back down.  He faced it head on and died under it - only to rise from the dead three days 

later; kicking death in the teeth; removing it’s sting.  It’s about the fact that He baptized you; a filthy sinner; and 

bathed you in His blood.  He called you His own; changed your heart; showed you what true love and 

forgiveness is in Christ.  Having a relationship with God is not about toleration.  It’s not about hugging people 

into heaven.  It’s still about repenting of sin and turning to Christ for forgiveness.  And we still have the 

command to pray.  The Holy Spirit gives you Jesus and says, “Stand right here.  Receive His body and blood for 

your forgiveness.”  Your relationship with God is still the same; it’s about you kneeling before the Lord your 

maker and begging for His mercy for your sins; receiving His forgiveness; about singing your praises to Him 

and praying to Him; letting your light shine through acts of mercy and love to those around you; attracting them 

to Christ through your lifestyles.  This doesn’t change.  

 

When we think about change; just like with Daniel; the greatest things that stand out in this ever increasingly 

dark world are the simple things; the respectful child; the faithful employee; a loving husband and wife; a 

friendly neighbor; someone who goes to worship on a weekly basis and does what used to be common in 
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America.  “Here I stand” can mean sticking to your vocation and life and being happy with where God has put 

you; about being faithful; coming to stand and kneel here on a Sunday morning.  It’s saying, “I’m not going to 

change what my God says who I am and how I am brought into relationship with Him.”  It’s about repenting of 

my sins; not making excuses for them.  It’s about clinging to Christ and His forgiveness.  It’s about asking Him 

for strength to fight against my temptations; not giving in to them.  It’s about sharing your faith when you have 

the opportunity.   This is the way our relationship with God has always been.   

 

We don’t have to bow to the king in fear, no matter what laws are passed.  Most importantly, we don’t even 

have to fear death itself; for Jesus Christ faced death for us and was raised from the dead to give us hope.  

Nothing man threatens - imprisonment; lions’ dens; or death itself can take God’s promise of forgiveness and 

salvation away from us.  That doesn’t change.  We’re still saved by faith in Christ. Daniel didn’t fear the lions 

or the king as much as he feared His King; the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 

 

In the end, God did an amazing thing for Daniel when he didn’t change his routine.  He sent an angel to close 

the mouths of the lions.  It’s ironic how everything works out.  The king; who commanded no prayers be made 

to anyone else but himself; in a sense prays that God would rescue Daniel from the lions.  The king spent the 

night miserable, afraid and sleepless; while Daniel spent the night safe and sound under the protection of God’s 

angel.    Daniel trusted in God, and through his faith, witness and God’s protection had a powerful effect on the 

king.  The king - who once issued a command for all to worship him; then issued a command for all people in 

his country to fear Daniel’s god.  The one who changed was the most powerful one in the land; the king himself 

was brought to his knees.   

 

It wasn’t easy for Martin Luther to profess his faith in Christ alone either.  He was accused of blasphemy and 

arrogance.  He was threatened with death.  They wanted to burn him at the stake.  But Luther didn’t back down.  

He confessed his faith in Christ alone as his Savior; and the same God who rescued Daniel also rescued him 

from death as well.  Many more were brought to faith in Christ alone as their Savior as a result of his bravery 

and willingness to take a stand on the truth.  Many died as a result.  Nonetheless, the world changed as well - to 

see and hear the profession of the truth of salvation by faith alone in Christ; not by works and pieces of paper.   

 

“Here I stand,” said Luther.  “Here I kneel” said Daniel, and continued to pray to the one and only true God.  

What about you?  As you stand here and kneel here on this Reformation Sunday, I hope and pray that God gives 

you the same strength and fortitude to believe and confess the same Christ for the same salvation.  I hope and 

pray that God gives you the same conviction to stand on the same Word as we always have.  Do not budge and 

do not fear; no matter what laws are passed to take you away from your faith; no matter how loud the lions roar; 

for our Lion of the tribe of Judah; Jesus Christ; is the strongest of them all.  Soon we will all hear Him roar.  

Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.  


